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Nigel Poulton comes to us directly from New 
York working as the fight coordinator on the 
feature film Winter’s Tale, featuring Russell 
Crowe  and Colin Farrell, and the Metropolitan 
Opera. Mr Poulton is an experienced practitioner 
of Vsevolod Meyerhold’s Theatrical Biomechan-
ics and has used this system to inform the physi-
cal language and artistic vision of the production. 
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Erdman was later to be exiled to Siberia and Meyer-
hold executed. It was over 50 years before the play 
saw formal production in Russia. Our play celebrates 
the lives of these two great artists. It is the story
of many stories, the absurdities of what we value, 
what we want, what we do. Our story is an expres-
sion of these words in a metaphoric physical lan-
guage, that aims to synthesize the elements of the 
creative space – lighting, sound, movement and words.

We have decided to honour the setting and context of 
the text, and yet play the story as being of anywhere. 
This is because the spirit of the characters and the 
story is, in many ways, ubiquitous and transferable. 
The characters are archetypes, as are their desires 
and aspirations. We wanted this to be clear. We want-
ed the audience to ride with us on this journey with-
out judgement. We wanted to be able to physically 
express the story in an informal and fantastical way
while underscoring its humanity.

Many hands have contributed, but first and foremost 
thanks must go to Mark Guinn for his interest and 
support over the years and the Department of The-
atre faculty for their support now. Many thanks to a
hardworking and committed cast of Players – Aar-
on, Alicia, Jake, Jamie, LaShaRae, Mark, Meihan, Mol-
ly, Payton, Rachael, Rhett, Sarah, Stephanie, Ste-
phen, Taylor and Thomas; Creatives – Kelsey, Molly,
Sydney and Alicia; my wonderful AD 
Rowan; and my most awesome PSM Paula Rae 
Brown and her crew – Molly and Carolyn.

Nigel Poulton

April 2013



The Cast
Semyon Semyonovich.................................Jacob D. Guinn
Maria Lukianovna....................................Sarah Flanagan
Serafima Ilinichna...................................Stephanie Hart
Alexander Petrovich ...............................Mark McGinley
Margarita Ivanovna..................................Alicia Goodman
Stage Hand..................................................Aaron Anthon
Aristarch Dominikovich...............................Thomas Comb
Cleopatra Maximovna..........................Payton D. Wilburn
Egor Timovyeyevich............................Rachael Anne Pace
Nikifor Pugachov............................................Rhett Davis
Viktor Viktorovich..........................................Steven Vick
Raissa Filipovna..............................................Molly Page
Father Elpidi............................................Taylor Pittman
Gypsies......................La’Sha’Rae Jacobs, Jamie Robinson
Deaf/Mute.......................................................Meihan Guo

Production Team
First Assistant Stage Manager.......................Molly Mitchell
Second Assistant Stage Manager.............Carolyn Smith
Costume Design Assistant............................Katie Dumas
Properties Design Assistant...................Taylor Pittman
Light Board Operator............................Zachary Bentley
Sound Board Operator.............................Sydney Mayeux
Composer of Live Music...........................Jamie Robinson

Administrative Team
Executive Director.............................................Cherrie Sciro
Business Manager............................................Alicia Goodman
Publicity Directors.................Rowan Johnson, Rachael Pace
Accounts Manager...........................................Payton Wilburn
Box Office Manager................................................Molly Page
House Managers............................Adam Garcia, Alison Wyant

Director’s Notes
“From my earliest childhood I 
wanted to be a genius, only my 
parents were against it.”  -Semyon

When Mark (Guinn) and I first began dialoging about 
‘a’ project over three years ago I had just complet-
ed a collaborative piece in my hometown of Brisbane 
Australia. It was the third stage in a multi-staged 
process of exploration and investigation into the
Theatrical Biomechanics system. Developed by theatre 
revolutionary Vsevolod Meyerhold in the early twen-
tieth century, Theatrical Biomechanics is a system that 
uses as its fundamental aspiration the full develop-
ment of the actor’s psychophysical apparatus. The sys-
tem emphasizes the importance of the human body in 
theatre, utilises a training methodology that incor-
porates physical development and formal composition, 
and develops a specific theatrical language and philos-
ophy. For me, the system provides an opportunity to lib-
erate actors from normative and at times constricting 
contemporary processes, allowing actors to indulge in 
the fantasy that the theatrical experience can provide.

The exploration has been about applying this pro-
cess to different genres of theatre, and at differ-
ent levels. This is the final link (but hopefully not 
the last) in the chain – applying the process to a
contemporary of Meyerhold, and to a production 
that he worked on – Nikolai Erdman’s The Suicide; a 
satire, black comedy, expose of communist Russia. A 
piece about an ordinary man who unwittingly sets him-
self on a path of self-destruction with the enthusiastic 
assistance of a menagerie of dubious ‘comrades’.
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Dianne Maroney-Grigsby  is the Staff Choreographer and 
an Instructor in the School of the Performing Arts.  She re-
ceived her Bachelor of Arts from Grambling State University 
and her Master of Arts from Louisiana Tech University.  Di-
anne has instructed dance students in America, Europe, Asia, 
and Africa for the Alvin Ailey Dance Company.  She is also 
the choreographer for the Orchesis Dance Company.  Dianne 
has been the featured dancer in Twin City Ballet Company.  
Her training is in Modern, Horton, Graham, Classical Ballet, 
Tap, and Jazz techniques.  She teaches Dance for the Theatre.

Don Stevens is the Technical Director and has written, di-
rected, and produced six shows for Big Bad Productions.  He 
is a graduate of Louisiana Tech’s Master’s program and re-
ceived his second MA in English in the summer of 2011.  Don 
was awarded the John C. Trisler Award in 2003 and the Vera 
Alice Paul Award in 2004.  As one of the founders of C.H.A.T. 
(Coffee House Acting Troupe), he has been involved in bring-
ing new works by local playwrights to the Ruston area, and 
has been involved in productions with the University of 
Louisiana at Monroe, the University of the Ozarks, Louisi-
ana Tech University and Ruston Community Theatre as an ac-
tor, director, and technician.  Don is a fencing instructor.

Paul B. Crook  is an Associate Professor of acting and di-
recting and supervises all student directing projects, in 
addition to directing and occasionally acting for the De-
partment of Theatre.  He also serves as the Director of Re-
cruiting for the Department.  Paul has previously served as 
the Director of Theatre Arts for Andrew College in Cuth-
bert, GA; as the Artistic Coordinator for the SecondStage 
Theatre in Tuscaloosa, AL; as the Associate Artistic Direc-
tor for the Oklahoma Shakespearean Festival in Durant, OK; 
and currently serves as the Artistic Director of The B&B 
Theatre, a professional summer theatre company that he 
formed with his wife, Mary Fran, a theatre professor at Gram-
bling State University.  Paul and Mary Fran have four preco-
cious children:  George, CeCe, Bryant Ford, and Mary Ellis.



Who’s Who in the Cast
Jacob D. Guinn (Semyon Semyonovich Podsekalnikov), a senior 
Theatre major, is an Advanced Actor/Combatant with the Society 
of American Fight Directors and has spent over a decade train-
ing and performing stage combat and stunt work. He has been 
seen recently as Prospector #1 at Unto these Hills, as well 
as serving as the Head Pyrotechnician and Assistant Fight Di-
rector. He was also recently the Assistant Fight Director for 
3 Musketeers at the Tony Award winning Cincinnati Playhouse 
in the Park. Here at Louisiana Tech University, Jake has been 
seen as Robert in Proof, KAB Man in the 2012 production of 
KAB Man (Irene Ryan Nomination), Lewis in Pippin, Robin Hood 
in The Adventures of Robin Hood, and Macduff in Macbeth.

Sarah Flanagan (Maria Lukianovna) is a first year gradu-
ate student from Western New York.  Graduating summa cum 
laude from Fredonia State University with a BA in Theatre and 
a second BA in Movement, she is thrilled to be continuing her 
theatre education here at LA Tech. At Tech she played Plastik 
in KAB Man  and Catherine in Proof. Past credits outside the 
department include working for Trumpet in the Land Amphi-
theatre for two years as a properties master, stage manager, 
scenic artist, and actor; fight captain, Young Macduff, Young 
Siward, and others in Macbeth; and Featured Improv Dancer in 
Here and Again at Fredonia Opera House. Sarah is a registered 
Actor/Combatant with the Society of American Fight Directors, 
a member of Alpha Psi Omega and Golden Key Honor Society.

Aaron Michael Anthon (Stage Hand) is a first year gradu-
ate student from Monroe, LA. He received his Bachelor’s 
Degree in Business Administration from University of Lou-
isiana at Monroe. At Louisiana Tech he played the role Hal 
in Proof, Cig-Man in KAB Man, Hortensio in Taming of the 
Shrew, Henry in Frankenstein, and Hans Van Ripper in The 
Legend of Sleepy Hollow with the Strauss Young Troupe. 
With the Strauss mainstage he played Noodul in Footloose. 
He would like to thank his family for their love and support.

Mark D. Guinn (Lighting Designer) is the Director of the 
School of Performing Arts, Production Manager and Pro-
fessor in the SPA.  He is an anomaly within his profession.  
Dancing the sword’s edge between the artistic and produc-
tion side of theatre, Mark found theatre searching for a 
new way to light his meta-matic sculptures.  Twenty years 
later, with a lighting instrument in one hand and a sword in 
the other fightin’, lightin’, and directin’ shows from NYC to 
Yokahoma and Memphis to Banff, Mark continues to pursue 
Einstein’s observation, “The most beautiful thing we can ex-
perience is the mysterious.  It is the source of all true art 
and science.” Mark received the 2010-2011 University Sen-
ate Chair Award as the “out-standing professor of the year.”

Cherrie Sciro is the Coordinator of theatre and Professor 
in the School of Performing Arts at Louisiana Tech.  She is 
also known nationally for her Broadway credits which in-
clude Production Coordinator of the Tony award-winning 
productions of CATS, Les Miserables, Phantom of the Op-
era, and Doin’ What Comes Catur’lly:  an All-star Tribute to 
Ethel Merman, featuring Laine Kazan, Patti LuPone, Andrea 
Martin, Elaine Stritch and Bette Midler.  She was also the 
Road Manager for the 1999 Hard Rock Rockfest in Atlanta, 
GA, and the Stage Manager for the 2001 New Year’s Eve in 
Time Square in New York City. Her international credits in-
clude the London, England productions of Les Miserables, 
Phantom of the Opera, Miss Saigon, Follies, and Sunset Bou-
levard.  She also served as the Production Manager for 
the Olympic Games in Barcelona, Spain and Atlanta Georgia. 

Dr. Kenneth Robbins has recently stepped down as Direc-
tor of the School of the Performing Arts to focus on his 
role as a professor and playwright.  Highlights of his career 
include recognition by the College of Education, Georgia 
Southern University, as Alum of the Year, Louisiana Division 
of the Arts as a Fellowship recipient in Theatre, a Japan Foun-
dation Arts Fellowship, and an appointment as a Fulbright 
Scholar to Skopje, Macedonia where he taught American Stud-
ies at Sts. Cyril and Methodius University.  He has directed 
professionally at the Barter Theatre in Virginia, the Black 
Hills Playhouse in South Dakota, Stage West in Nebraska, 
and the Jacksonville Summer Repertory Theatre in Florida.



Who’s Who in the Cast

Mark McGinley (Alexander Petrovich Kalabushkin) is a first 
year graduate student from Jefferson City, Tennessee. This 
is his Stone Theatre debut. At Carson-Newman College he 
played Orlando in As You Like It and Captain Hook in Peter 
Pan. He was Ben Silverman in The Sunshine Boys at Morris-
town Theatre Guild, Tim in Noises Off at Encore Theatrical 
Productions, and Marcellus/The Player King in Hamlet at 
the Wild Thyme Players. He is a member of Alpha Psi Omega.

Alicia M. Goodman (Margarita Ivanovna Peryesvetova Hair and 
Make-up Design, Dramaturge) is a second year graduate student 
who is a native of New York, but came to LA Tech from Florida. 
She received her Bachelor of Arts degree from Flagler Col-
lege in Saint Augustine, Florida. She was seen as Ruth in Opera 
Workshop: Love and Luck, Trash Ninja in KAB Man, Kristin in the 
student directed Miss Julie, and Mrs. Webb in Our Town. She is 
a member of Alpha Psi Omega, Alpha Chi, Omicron Delta Kappa, 
and Golden Key International Honor Society. Alicia is recog-
nized with the SAFD in Quarterstaff, Knife, and Single Sword.

Stephanie M. Hart (Serafima Illinchna) returns back 
home to us as a first year graduate student, having 
received her BA in Speech/Theatre at Louisiana Tech Uni-
versity. At Tech she played the role of Inez in No Exit in 
1990. With Hidden Stages Productions she played the role 
of Gertie in the Sea Horse. At Ruston community Theatre 
she played Peaches in The Red Velvet Cake War, Twink in 
Dearly Beloved, and Vera Walters in Nana’s Naughty Knickers.

Thomas Comb (Aristarch Dominikovich Golaschapov) is a 
junior Theatre and Engineering double major. At LA Tech, 
Thomas has been in both productions of KAB Man, playing a 
Trash Ninja in 2010-2011, and Wrapper Man in the 2012 re-
staging.  He has also been seen as Will Scarlet in Robin 
Hood, Fleance, Doctor, Soldier and Lord 5 in Macbeth and 
Clergyman, Soldier and Page in Richard III. He was part 
of the creative team for The Fights Before Christmas and 
played (an adorable) Cindy Lou Who, deranged Hamlet, and 
a pirate-fighting Santa. He is recognized with the SAFD with 
a recommended pass in Single Sword and basic pass in Knife 
and Quarterstaff.

Destiny Alaina Garcia  (Properties Designer) is a senior, double ma-
joring in Theatre and Biology.  Though this is her first step into the 
world of props, she has past experience in costuming (Proof, Pippin) 
and stage management (KAB Man, Ten-minute Play Festival).  She is off 
to Ohio for the summer for a costuming internship with the Porthouse 
Theatre Company, and is looking forward to bringing back the skills 
she learns there and using them in future Louisiana Tech productions.

Kelsey Mardis (Set Designer) is a senior Theatre major from Chou-
drant, LA.  Last summer she worked professionally at Horn in the 
West Outdoor Drama in Boon, NC as the properties designer/mas-
ter.  At Tech Kelsey was the properties designer for Proof, and 
scenic designer for TEDx Louisiana Tech University in the spring 
of 2012.  Kelsey also enjoys acting and played K-Linc in KAB Man 
this past fall and Theo in Pippin in Spring 2012.  She extends all 
of the love and good vibes to her theatre family near and far, and 
to her biological family that supports her ridiculous endeavors.

Sydney Mayeux (Sound Designer, Sound Board Operator) is a ju-
nior Theatre major from Prairieville, LA.  At Tech she was assis-
tant sound designer and sound board operator for Robin Hood, 
as well as sound board operator for Our Town in 2011 and KAB 
Man in 2012.  Sydney also enjoys acting, and was part of the en-
semble of Pippin in 2012.  She received the Tech Tony Award 
for Outstanding Achievement in Dance and Movement on Stage.

Paula Rae Brown (Production Stage Manager) is a senior Theatre 
major and is excited to have another chance to stage manage at Tech 
before she graduates.  During her time with Louisiana Tech Universi-
ty, she has served as Production Stage Manager for KAB Man, Pippin, 
and Our Town, where she was awarded “Meritorious Achievement in 
Stage Management” by respondents from KC/ACTF.  She was selected 
to be on the Dream Team for the annual spring Southeastern The-
atre Conference, and she has worked as a Stage Management Intern 
for 2econd Stage Theatre—an off-Broadway, AEA theatre in New 
York city—and as Props Run Crew Apprentice for the Santa Fe Opera.

Rowan Johnson (Assistant Director) comes to us from an interna-
tional physical theatre background.  She holds a BA in Theatre Arts 
from Hendrix College, and has trained at such schools as the Acca-
demia dell’Arte, Flic Scuola di Circo, Trapeze School New York, and 
the Universidad Complutense de Madrid.  Johnson is a member of the 
International Order of the Sword and Pen, the British Academy of 
Stage and Screen Combat, and the Society of American Fight Direc-
tors.  She recently directed We Are Thy Labyrinth for the ESDU In-
ternational Arda Kanpolat Theatre Festival in Antalya, Turkey, and 
physical theatre productions across northern Italy.  Rowan would 
like to thank her parents for their unending support, Ms. Cherrie 
Sciro for reminding her to be true to her core, and Mr. Nigel Poul-
ton, whose empathy and discipline will inspire her career forever. 



Who’s Who in the Cast
Payton D. Wilburn (Cleopatra “Kiki” Maxomovna) is a senior 
Theatre major from Pineville, LA.  At Louisiana Tech Stone 
Theatre she has played The Leading Player in Pippin, Emily in 
Our Town, and Sister Mary Leo in Nunsense.  Also at Tech she 
played Witch Three in Macbeth and most recently Alu-Mini-Ann 
in the 2012 production of KAB Man.  In 2010 she received the 
Merritt Scholarship Award and the Outstanding Achievement 
in Dance Award at the Tech Tony Awards.  She is Lifeguard/CPR 
certified and has her scuba certification.  Payton is a swim 
team coach for Bulldog Aquatics, a published poet, and the 
President of the Alpha Psi Omega Theatre Honors fraternity.

Rachael Anne Pace (Egor Timovyeyevich) is a senior Theatre 
major from Covington, LA.  One of her favorite roles at Tech 
was  KeeLaBelle (Irene Ryan nomination) in KAB Man.  Oth-
er roles include Catherine in Pippin and Lady Marian in The 
Adventures of Robin Hood.  Enjoying all aspects of theatre, 
Rachael was the scenic designer for Proof this past Spring 
and part of the creative team for The Fights Before Christ-
mas.  She is the president of TTP, a member of APO, and rec-
ognized with the SAFD in Rapier and Dagger, Quarterstaff, 
Broadsword, and Single Sword.  Rachael loves her the-
atre family, Payton “P-Willy Pegleg” Wilburn, band member 
Kelsey “Short-stach” Mardis, long-lost Irish sister Sarah 
Flanagan, and her lovely roomies.  After she graduates and 
goes on to become a professional recreational footy play-
er, she hopes her legacy (of clumsiness and general awe-
someness) lives on through Molly Mitchell.  Many thanks 
to favorite Australian director/footy coach Nigel Poulton!

Steven B. Vick (Viktor Viktorovich) is a sophomore Theatre 
major from El Dorado, Arkansas.  At Tech he played the role 
of Trash Ninja in KAB Man and Sam Craig in Our Town.  Steven 
also enjoys technical theatre and was the co-lighting designer 
for Proof.  Steven served as Assistant Director for Hairspray 
at El Dorado High School, and has performed as Joe in Flow-
ers for Algernon, Han Met in Frankenstein, and Ferdinand in 
The Tempest.  Steven is the Historian of Tech Theatre Players.

Designers and 
Production Team

Theatre Faculty
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Cherrie Sciro Kenneth Robbins

Don StevensDianne Maroney

Mark D. Guinn
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Who’s Who in the Cast
Henry Taylor Pittman (Father Elpidi, Properties Design As-
sistant) is a second year graduate student from Hot Springs, 
Arkansas.  He received his Bachelor’s Degree from Henderson 
State University where he majored in Theatre and graduated 
Cum Laude.  Taylor has been seen on the Tech Theatre stage 
in KAB Man, Our Town, and The Adventures of Robin Hood.  
He has also played roles in such classics as Tennessee Wil-
liams’s Suddenly, Last Summer, William Shakespeare’s Much 
Ado About Nothing, and Kaufman’s You Can’t Take it With You.  

Rhett Davis (Nikifor Arsenyevich Pugachov) is a sophomore 
Electrical Engineering major with a minor in Theatre.  He 
has played Henry Clerval in Frankenstein, Caliban in The 
Tempest, and Rhett in All I Really Need to Know I Learned 
in Kindergarten at El Dorado High School.  At Tech he has 
played a Trash Ninja in KAB Man and a Henchman in Robin 
Hood.  Rhett is the Parliamentarian of Tech Theatre Players.

Molly Page (Raissa Filipovna, Costume Designer) is a first 
year graduate student with an emphasis in acting and direct-
ing.  She received her BA in English from the University of Al-
abama.  At Tech Molly played the role of Claire in Proof and 
with the Rude Mechanicals she played Maria in Twelfth Night.  
At Theatre Tuscaloosa, she played Kitty in The Drowsy Chaper-
one and Kate Keller in The Miracle Worker.  She received Spe-
cial Recognition for Meritorious Achievement for her role as 
Wardrobe Supervisor and Designer of KAB Man by KC/ACTF, 
and is a member of Phi Beta Kappa, Golden Key International 
Honor Society, and Sigma Tau Delta English Honor Society.

La’Sha’Rae Jacobs (Gypsy, Old Woman) is a first year grad-
uate student at Louisiana Tech University.  Previous show 
credits include Bullet in a China Shop as Nanny, Cinder-
ella as Cinderella, Blue as LaTonya, For Colored Girls as 
Lady in Blue, and He Said, She Said as Diana.  In addition to 
acting, Miss Jacobs also has experience in sound design for 
Tell Pharaoh, lighting design for Which Way Back to the 
Forest, and directing Visiting Oliver.  Jacobs hopes to open 
her own acting studio, where she plans to teach acting for 
young adult and college age students.  She is a member of 
Zeta Phi Beta and Omega Tau Pi, both sororities incorpo-
rated.  She was a part of the Floyd L. Sanders Players.

Who’s Who in the Cast
Meihan Guo  (Deaf-Mute) is a freshman theatre major at 
Louisiana Tech from Lanzhou, China.  This is her theatri-
cal debut.  She is not new to performance however, hav-
ing played the Chinese harp for over ten years.  She would 
like to thank all of her family members who have sup-
ported her in the decision to study in the USA.  She would 
also like to thank all of her friends in the Bridge Com-
munity, Theatre department, and all of her professors.

Jamie Lynn Robinson (Composer of Live Music, Gypsy, Old Wom-
an) is a junior Theatre major.  She is a talented musician and the 
composer of the music you will hear onstage tonight.  At Tech, 
Jamie played the role of Trash Ninja in the 2012 production of 
KAB Man, Fastrada in Pippin, Rita in Opera Workshop:  Love and 
Luck, and was the sound designer for Proof this past Winter.  
Jamie also enjoys technical theatre and was the first assistant 
stage manager of LA Tech’s production of Our Town in 2011.

AYW
Alpha Psi Omega

President: Payton D. Wilburn

Vice President: Rowan Johnson

Treasurer: Thomas Comb

Secretary: Destiny Garcia

Tech Theatre Players
Come and join the oldest social organization at Louisiana Tech!

Meetings are held every Wednesday at 5:05pm

President:  Rachael Anne Pace
Vice President:  Jacob D. Guinn
Treasurer:  Paula Rae Brown

Secretary:  Alison Wyant
Parliamentarian:  Rhett Davis

Historian:  Steven Vick


